The 2006 Honda S2000

Key features:

· High-revving, 240PS 2.0-litre engine 

· Sharp, predictable handling through X-bone chassis frame

· Winner of the 2006 Auto Express Driver Power Survey for the second year in a row – scoring a remarkable 98 per cent in build quality, reliability and braking categories
· New for 2006: DBW throttle; VSA; new wheels; roll-over hoop speakers; new paint colours; new interior trim

· Retains ‘The Fastest Hood in the West’. It only takes six seconds to drop the top – faster than any other convertible in the UK!
Price (OTR): From £27,300 to £29,150
Top speed: 150mph

0-62mph: 6.2 seconds

Combined mpg: 28.2

CO2: 236g/km

Engine: 1997cc VTEC petrol

Power: 240PS at 8,300rpm

Torque: 153lb.ft at 7,500rpm

Insurance rating: 20

Service interval: 9,000 miles

Overview

Honda’s iconic two-seater roadster has been revised for 2006 with changes to aesthetics and performance. The S2000 retains its famed high-revving, 240PS 
2.0-litre i-VTEC engine, but for 2006 this now has a drive-by-wire system for better throttle control and improved engine management. The DBW throttle set-up allows
for the introduction of Vehicle Stability Assist (VSA) on the S2000, and is available as an option for the first time. VSA is designed to help the driver keep control during cornering, acceleration and sudden manoeuvres. It works by applying brake force to different wheels as necessary and managing the throttle and ignition systems.
There are two new colours to choose from: Deep Burgundy metallic and a vibrant Bermuda Blue pearlescent. These are complemented by attractive, new 17-inch 
10-spoke alloy wheels. And on the inside there’s a new interior combination of brown (Birch) and black, while the aluminium trim elements on the centre console now carry a black finish. There’s also an outside temperature gauge as part of the standard dashboard display.

And ‘top down’ motoring needn’t mean compromised enjoyment of the audio system, thanks to the introduction of 60W speakers that fit within each side of the two roll-over hoops located just behind the head rests. 
Notes:

Recent images of the 2006-spec S2000 are available to download from the Honda (UK) media website, along with the original press pack from 1999 (which includes engine and chassis information) and subsequent ‘update’ press packs. Just click on the S2000 link on the left hand side of the home page.
URL: www.hondauk-media.co.uk
S2000 – building on an illustrious history

Honda has built some great sports cars over the years, from the original S500 to the NSX supercar. We’ve also got an impressive motorsport heritage – we’ve been winning in Formula 1 since our first victory in 1965 and in the American Champ Cars and IndyCar series, Honda power dominates.

All this experience of going fast came in handy when, in 1999, we created the future classic that is the S2000: the perfect blend of sports car and racing heritage.

As spiritual successor to the S500-600 sports cars launched by Honda in the 1960s, and the later S800, it was only natural that our roadster was named the S2000, with the ‘2000’ referring to the cubic capacity of its extraordinary engine. 

It’s a link that extends beyond just badging, as a similar ethos bridges the 34 years between the two cars. Both the Honda S800 and S2000 are lightweight two-seater sports cars powered by high-revving engines that adopt unconventional engineering. And just as Soichiro Honda claimed he “didn’t want to build a car like everyone else’s” when questioned about his early sports cars, S2000 chief engineer Shigeru Uehara chose to seek new approaches to the design of the car, using clever engineering solutions to create a highly efficient engine boasting excellent emissions performance.

S2000 Genealogy

The early S cars

Honda had been in business 15 years and was already extremely well established as a motorcycle manufacturer when it introduced its first cars at the 1963 Tokyo Motor Show. The S360 and S500 – ‘S’ standing for ‘sports’ – were miniature sports cars with a front engine, rear-wheel drive configuration, but manufactured with a new precision. 

Power for the S360 came from an intoxicating, aluminium hemi-head 360cc four cylinder engine, developing 33bhp at the remarkably high speed of 9,000rpm. On early models the rev counter read up to 14,000rpm! 

Meanwhile, the S500 had a similarly high-revving engine that produced 44bhp. The S500 was radical for its time, and the handling, performance and balance were all praised. However, not all were keen. Some members of the Japanese public disapproved of the little S500’s colour scheme of red and white, as only the nation’s fire engines and police cars bore those colours!

Although the S360 never went into full production and the 531cc S500 was made only until 1964, they were replaced in that year with the evolutionary 606cc S600. This sports car was offered in both fastback coupe and open 2-seater body styles. Denny Hulme even drove an S600 to a class win in the 1965 ADAC 600km race at the old Nürburgring.

The S800

The ultimate S-series sports car, the S800, made its debut at the 1965 Tokyo Motor Show. This automotive classic had independent front suspension with wishbones and torsion bars, precise rack and pinion steering and a box-section ladder frame, cross-braced chassis. The unique chain drive would later be replaced by a conventional live rear axle and the five speed gearbox by a four. 

Despite a capacity of only 791cc, the engine generated an amazing (for the time) 
71 PS at 8,000rpm, revving safely to 10,000rpm. That equated to 90 PS per litre, yet the engine was a model of smoothness and refinement, ran on low octane fuel and had the potential for 160km/h.

 

The sportscar lineage

The launch of the Prelude range in 1978 signalled a return to Hondas with increasingly sportier pretensions, later to be joined by the CRX which demonstrated to a wide audience the amazing flexibility and performance potential of Honda’s VTEC system. 

But it was the NSX which really showcased Honda’s abilities. This widely-acclaimed, all-aluminium supercar brought together rewarding, yet forgiving handling and blistering performance in a mid-engined package that boasted the traditional Honda reliability and build quality. 

Finally, Honda’s Type R derivatives – the Integra, Accord and Civic – with their high-revving, no compromise engine technology aimed at knowledgeable enthusiasts, were key precursors to the Honda S2000. 

Honda sports cars through the years

1963: S500

1965: S800 

1978-1982-1988-1992-1996: Prelude

1983-1988-1992: CRX/Del Sol

1991: NSX; 1994: NSX Type-R; 1995: NSX-T

1991: Beat

1996: Integra Type-R

1997: Civic Type-R

1998: Accord Type-R

1999: S2000

2001: Civic Type-R

2007: Civic Type R

S2000 Timeline

September 1999: 
Sales start in the UK

March 2002: 
Range updated with improvements to suspension, greater choice of paint and trim colours, CD audio system. New GT model has pre-fitted aluminium hardtop

June 2002: 
S2000 gains 4-star rating for occupant safety in Euro NCAP crash test
January 2004: 
Updates include chassis stiffening, body rigidity, spring and damper settings, new wheels, steering response, advanced ABS, styling (rear bumper, triple-lens headlamps/tail-lights) and interior (trim, audio, security)
January 2006: 
Refreshed with DBW throttle; VSA; new wheels; roll-over hoop speakers; new paint options; interior trim
The trophy cabinet

2000

Best Engine 1.8-2.0-litre

International Engine of the Year

User Chooser Car of the Year
Fleet World
2001

Best Open Top Car


AOL Online poll


Best Engine 1.8-2.0-litre

International Engine of the Year

2002

Best Convertible


The Sunday Times

Best Engine 1.8-2.0-litre

International Engine of the Year

2003

Best Roadster


Auto Express Used Car Honours

Best Engine 1.8-2.0-litre

International Engine of the Year

2004

Best Convertible


The Sunday Times
Best Sports Car


Auto Express Driver Power Survey

Best Engine 1.8-2.0-litre

International Engine of the Year

2005

1st Place overall


Auto Express Driver Power Survey

Best Sports Car


Top Gear Reader Survey

2006

1st Place overall


Auto Express Driver Power Survey

S2000 sales (UK)

2006 to date (mid-August): 540 units

Total UK sales to date (1999-present): 6799 units
[image: image1.jpg]



	S2000 2.0i VTEC ROADSTER

	

	
	

	Standard equipment includes:
	

	
	

	· 6-speed manual transmission
	· Front speakers

	· 17” alloy wheels
	· Headlight washers

	· Anti-lock braking system (ABS)
	· HID headlights

	· Anti-roll bars, front and rear
	· High level rear brake light

	· Automatic headlight height
	· Interior and perimeter alarm system (CAT 1)

	· Bee sting aerial
	· Leather and alloy gear knob

	· Body coloured bumpers
	· Leather upholstery

	· Body coloured door handles
	· Leather wrapped steering wheel

	· Body coloured door mirrors
	· Manual air conditioning 

	· Boot release in locking centre console
	· Outside temperature gauge

	· Cabin filter
	· Passenger vanity mirror with lid in sunshade

	· Central locking
	· Rear disc brakes

	· Digital odometer (trip)
	· Remote keyless entry

	· Drilled aluminium pedals
	· Remote stereo controls

	· Drive By Wire (DBW)
	· Roll bar speakers (2 way, 30W)

	· Dual front SRS (Supplemental Restraint System) airbags
	· Roll over protection bars

	· Electrically adjustable and heated door mirrors
	· Rolling code ECU engine immobiliser

	· Electric roof operation
	· Seatbelt buckle pre-tensioners

	· Electric power assisted steering
	· Side impact protection beams

	· Embossed kick plates
	· Soft-top with glass heated rear screen

	· Engine start button
	· Spare wheel – space saver

	· Electric windows
	· Stereo CD tuner with RDS

	· Cupholders
	· Tachometer (rev counter)

	· Front ventilated disc brakes
	· Tweeters


	On the road price, including VAT at 17.5%, delivery charges, number plates, 12 months VED and 

First Registration Fee…….…………………………………….….……………..……………….…..………………………………£27,300.00

	

	

	Options and accessories available:                                                                                                                                     Price from:

	Pearl paint and Black leather…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..£800.00

GT hardtop……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
£550.00

	Premium interior…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….
£200.00

	Warning triangle………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….
£15.00

	First aid kit…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……..
£15.00

	Fire extinguisher…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
£25.00

	6 disc CD changer, boot mounted including attachment kit…………………………………………………………………...………….
£550.00

	8 disc CD changer, boot mounted including attachment kit……………………………………………………………………...............
£600.00

	Elegance floor carpets……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….
£75.00

	Seat back utility net……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………..
£60.00

	Vehicle Stability Assist (VSA)………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….
£300.00

	Full body cover…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
£125.00

	Front skirt and boot spoiler kit – available in all colour options……………………………………………………………………………
£850.00

	Front skirt and high wing spoiler kit – available in all colour options ……………………………………………………………………..
£950.00

	Rear boot spoiler………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
£450.00

	Rear wheel arch skirts – available in all colour options …………………………………………………………………………...……….
£450.00

	High wing spoiler…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………….
£600.00

	Hard top cover and hard top standard pack (does not include hard top)………………………………………………………….……
£750.00

	

	Items not applicable to this model:

· Parking sensors

· Electric sunroof

· Rain sensors

· Steering adjustment

· Electric seats

· Split/fold rear seats

· Heated seats

· ISOFIX

· Automatic transmission

· Bluetooth

· Traditional control

· MP3 compatibility

· Cruise control

· Tow bar



	


Further press information is available at www.hondauk-media.co.uk
Customers may obtain brochures from the Honda Contact Centre on 0845 200 8000

S2000 2.0i VTEC ROADSTER

 TECHNICAL DATA
	Engine
	

	Type
	Aluminium alloy in-line 4-cylinder, DOHC, VTEC variable valve control

	Bore x stroke (mm)
	87 x 84

	Capacity (cc)
	1997

	Compression ratio
	11:1

	Max power (PS @ rpm)
	240 @ 8300

	Max torque (Nm @ rpm)
	208 @ 7500

	Fuel system
	Honda PGM-FI electronic injection

	Fuel rating (RON)
	98 recommended

	Transmission
	6 speed manual, rear wheel drive via limited slip differential

	Gear ratios and mph/1000 rpm
	

	1st gear
	3.635 / 4.7

	2nd gear
	2.373 / 7.3

	3rd gear
	1.719 / 10.0

	4th gear
	1.347 / 12.8

	5th gear
	1.126 / 15.3

	6th gear
	0.941 / 18.3

	Reverse
	3.248

	Final
	4.100

	Suspension
	

	Front 
	Double wishbone, coaxial damper/spring, anti-roll bar

	Rear 
	Double wishbone, toe control arm, ,coaxial damper/spring, anti-roll bar

	Steering
	 

	Gear type
	Rack and pinion with electric power assistance

	Turns lock to lock
	2.25

	Turning circle – kerb to kerb (m)
	10.8

	Brakes
	

	Front
	300 mm/11.8 in ventilated disc

	Rear
	280 mm/11.0 in solid disc, ABS

	Handbrake
	Mechanical, on rear wheels

	Wheels and tyres
	

	Wheels
	17 in alloy

	Tyres
	Front: 215/45  Rear: 245/40

	Spare wheel 
	Space saver

	Dimensions, weights, capacities
	

	Overall length (mm)
	4135

	Overall width (mm)
	1750 (1968 including door mirrors)

	Overall height (mm)
	1285 with top raised

	Wheelbase (mm)
	2400

	Front track (mm)
	1470

	Rear track (mm)
	1510

	Ground clearance (mm)
	130

	Luggage space VDA (litres)
	143

	Kerb weight (kg)
	1271

	Max permissible weight (kg)
	1535

	Fuel tank (litres)
	50

	Performance and fuel consumption 
	

	Maximum speed (mph)
	150

	Acceleration 0-62 mph (sec)
	6.2

	Urban (mpg)
	20.3

	Extra urban (mpg)
	36.2

	Combined (mpg)
	28.2

	CO2 emissions (g/km)
	236

	Insurance group
	20

	VED band
	F

	Service interval
	12 months / 9,000 miles

	Warranty
	3 years / 90,000 miles

	Euro NCAP rating
	4 stars


 COLOURS 
	         Trim                              
	Black leather
	Red/black leather
	Red leather
	Brown leather
	Blue leather

	Paint
	
	
	
	
	

	Silverstone Metallic
	•
	o
	o
	-
	-

	Nürburgring Metallic
	-
	-
	-
	-
	•

	Moon Rock Metallic
	•
	o
	o
	o
	-

	Monza Red Pearl
	•
	-
	-
	-
	-

	New Indy Yellow Pearl
	•
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Deep Burgundy Metallic
	•
	-
	-
	o
	-

	Royal Navy Blue Pearl
	•
	-
	-
	o
	-

	New Formula Red
	•
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Imola Orange Pearl
	•
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Berlina Black 
	•
	o
	o
	o
	-

	Bermuda Blue Pearl
	•
	-
	-
	-
	-


 •  Standard   o  Optional   -  Not available
